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Welcome to Nib Noise. I hope you’ll enjoy reading this month's issue.

PLEASE DO NOT REPLY TO THIS NEWSLETTER!
The robot that sends it out still hasn’t learned to read. If you have comments 

or questions, send email to:

richard@richardspens.com

To subscribe or unsubscribe, please visit the Free Email Newsletter page on 
my site:

http://www.richardspens.com/?info=nibnoise
———————————————

mailto:richard@richardspens.com
http://www.richardspens.com/?info=nibnoise


Summertime, and the Living Is Easy

It’s July, time for lying back and soaking up some rays. And, of course, as 
suggested by the photo above, taking in a little culture at Brighton, or Cape 
May, or wherever your summer entertainment happens to be. A century ago, 
you could view a play or a “tasteful” musical show at the Pythian Opera 
House in Wharton, New Jersey. It’s unlikely that there was much of a beach 
at Wharton’s Washington Pond, but one can dream…

We’ve returned recently from the St. Louis Pen Show, and the show was 
marvelous. The organizers really know how to treat their exhibitors and 
visitors well. We’ve already signed up for the Third Annual St. Louis Pen 
Show next year. So that you can begin planning early, you should know that 
the show will be in a different hotel next year. It’s the Sheraton Chalet, and 
it’s right across the plaza from the Sheraton Plaza where it’s been for the past 
two years. The Chalet offers a much bigger and better-lighted ballroom, able 
to fit all but a very few exhibitors; those few (including RichardsPens) will be 
in the foyer immediately outside the ballroom. Make your plans to be there!

Our next pen show will be the Commonwealth Pen Show in September. 
———————————————

The Glossopedia

With more than 1,600 definitions and descriptions, more than 950 
illustrations, and more than 2,150 cross-references, the RichardsPens 
Glossopedia is the most comprehensive resource of its kind anywhere. Each 
month, Nib Noise includes a randomly chosen Glossopedia entry.

Avtoruchka Kharkov. (Авторучка Харъков, “Kharkov Fountain 
Pen,” in Russian) A brand of pens manufactured during the Soviet era 



in the city of Kharkov, USSR, in what is now Ukraine. Many 
Avtoruchka Kharkov pens were piston-filling copies of various Pelikan 
models and were made on Pelikan machinery plundered by the Soviets 
at the end of World War II. The pen shown here, of high quality except 
for its steel spoon nib, was made in June 1963. See also spoon nib.

To immerse yourself in the Glossopedia, follow this link:

http://www/richardspens.com/?gloss=

If you would like to suggest an entry for the Glossopedia, you are most 
welcome to do so. Send an email to me at this address:

richard@richardspens.com
———————————————

Broad Strokes

The history of William A. Houston and his pen companies is about as clear 
as mud. One thing that is not in doubt, however, is that some excellent and 
innovative pens bearing his name flowed from factories with which he might, 
or might not, have been connected:

http://www.richardspens.com/?prof=houston

http://www/richardspens.com/?gloss=
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To help you find reference articles on my site that have been edited recently, 
there is a handy heading right at the top of the reference index, listing the five 
most recently added or edited reference pages. For edited pages, there are 
brief descriptions of what was changed.

———————————————

The Pen Doctor

The Pen Doctor is a regular visitor to the Nashua Pen Spa, and every so often 
he puts a few prescriptions up in our site's reference section. Each month 
(except when I forget), I'll be reprinting one of his prescriptions here. With 
the upcoming St. Louis show featuring several calligraphers, and with more 
people taking up calligraphy, I thought this prescription might be of use.

Q: Recently I bought a Sheaffer Touchdown. However, it came with 
some problems. I can take off the Triumph nib, but the feed/collector 
doesn’t move at all. I didn’t keep trying because I was afraid it could 
break in pieces. What to do? The barrel Touchdown system is all right, 
but the ink reservoir seems to be hardened. Is it possible be resac it? If it 
is, what’s the sac number?

 Your pen’s problems can be solved, but unless you’re an experienced 
repairman you should probably send the pen to someone who is experienced. 
Here are answers to your questions.

The Triumph point in a Touchdown is made as part of a unit that includes the 
nib, the feed, and a collar that screws into the section. The collar is a tight fit 
into the section, and it is assembled with a sealant. It really doesn’t want to 
come out. The only way to get it out is with persistence, patience, very gentle 
heat, and the skill to do the job without crushing the feed. This is not a task 
for the casual collector.



It’s not terribly difficult to resac a Touchdown. If your pen is the same 
diameter as a Snorkel, it’s a Touchdown TM, and it takes a No. 151⁄2 sac. If 

it is fatter than a Snorkel, it’s a First Year model (1949), and it needs a No. 
171⁄2×17⁄8 necked sac.

When you resac a Touchdown, you should also replace the O-ring 
Touchdown tube seal at the back of the barrel. You can get either of the 
correct sizes from Indy-Pen-Dance.com. The Touchdown TM takes a “small” 
O-ring, and the 1949 model takes the “large” size. (Note that standard 
M1.0×7 or M1.0×8 O-rings are not the right size and will not provide a good 
seal.)

———————————————

Follow RichardsPens on Facebook

RichardsPens would like to be liked on Facebook:

http://www.facebook.com/NashuaPenSpa
———————————————

If you received this newsletter from Richard Binder, you are a Nib Noise 
subscriber. If it came from someone else, I invite you to subscribe.

To subscribe or unsubscribe, please visit the Free Email Newsletter page on 
my site:

http://www.richardspens.com/?info=nibnoise

Privacy Policy: I will never sell your name or email address. Your privacy is 
as important to me as it is to you.
-- 
Richard Binder • Fountain Pens
Pens That Write Right! -- www.richardspens.com
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