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Welcome to Nib Noise. I hope you’ll enjoy reading this month's issue.

PLEASE DO NOT REPLY TO THIS NEWSLETTER!
The robot that sends it out refuses to learn to read. If you have comments or 

questions, send email to:

richard@richardspens.com

To subscribe or unsubscribe, please visit the Free Email Newsletter page on 
my site.

Tomorrow Punxsutawney Phil gets to look for his shadow. Will he see it? My 

mailto:richard@richardspens.com
http://www.richardspens.com/?info=nibnoise


crystal ball is on the fritz, so I have no idea whether we’re in for six more 
weeks of winter. Thing is, here in New England, we often get more than six 
weeks, so six weeks of winter and then spring doesn’t look like a bad deal. 
What makes things even better is that the spring pen-show season starts this 
month. Until then, however, the photo above sets the mood for the month. 
The pen was made almost 120 years ago by the Century Pen Company of 
Whitewater, Wisconsin, and it’s rare. It’s a sleeve filler with a wonderful 
deep repoussé gold-filled ribbon-pattern overlay.

———————————————

Charm City, Here We Come!

Barbara and I get to stay at home until late February, when we begin our 
annual show circuit anew with the Baltimore-Washington International Pen 
Show, running from Friday, February 28, through Sunday, March 1. 
(Remember, this is a leap year!) Pre-show activities will commence on 
Thursday, February 27.) The show will again set up camp at the BWI 
Marriott Hotel just around the corner (maybe two corners) from the 
Baltimore-Washington International Airport. This is is a great venue: the 
hotel is just perfect for the show, and there's free parking.

Baltimore is known not only for its good food but also for some great tourist 
spots, among them the Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic 
Shrine; the Walters Art Gallery; the Inner Harbor; and more — there's 
something there for all of your family members who don't care about pens.

I'll be working on nibs as I do at every show we attend, and Barbara will be 
making sure I keep my nose to the grindstone. Please read our Table Talk 
FAQ. It’s designed to make your time with us as enjoyable as possible and to 
treat everyone as fairly as possible.

If you plan to come and haven't ever been to a show before, you might want 
to read my article on Your First Pen Show.

For more information, visit the show's website.
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———————————————

And One Week Later…

Our second show this year will be the Long Island Pen Show, running on 
Saturday and Sunday, March 7 and 8. This show is a great place to reel in lots 
of New York-area vintage. Not too big and not too small, the show draws a 
good crowd of dealers and attendees, and it's getting better every year. In 
addition to a wide selection of pens for sale, a squad of highly qualified 
repairers will be in evidence. Come on out to Hempstead Saturday and 
Sunday, March 7 and 8, and visit the campus of Hofstra University. The 
show will be in the Multipurpose Room in the student center. For more 
information, visit the show's website.

We look forward to seeing old friends and meeting new ones at both of these 
great shows. We hope to see you there!

———————————————

Are Your Nibs Getting a Little Scratchy?

If you're going to the Baltimore-Washington International Pen Show, you 
might want to consider signing up for my nib smoothing workshop.

http://www.lipenshow.com/
http://www.lipenshow.com/


I will offer my world renowned (sorry, got carried away there) hands-on 
workshop on nib smoothing, working directly with participants, at the 
Baltimore-Washington International Pen Show. My able assistants will be 
Brian Gray, president of the Edison Pen Company, and Linda Kennedy, the 
resident nibmeisterin at www.indy-pen-dance.com. Registration for the 
workshop will open at 9:00 a.m. Eastern time on Friday, February 14, 
2020. There’s more information on the registration page.

———————————————

In the early 1960s, the space race and Hideo Shima’s radical new bullet train, 
perhaps leavened by the futuristic American automotive stylings of Harley 
Earl, spawned great changes in the Japanese aesthetic, and a new type of 
fountain pen burst onto the market. Called “pocket pens” (ポケットペン, 
pokettopen), these pens appeared in myriad trim variations under dozens of 
manufacturers’ names. Their unifying characteristic was an extraordinarily 

https://edisonpen.com
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long gripping section mated with a very stubby barrel.

The finale of my year-long series about Japanese pocket pens arrives this 
month in PEN WORLD Magazine. The series will become an ebook soon, but 
in the meantime you can read the complete story on my website.

———————————————

By Don Fluckinger

Seeing the new Krone “John Hancock” pen gave me pause. A piece of the 
patriot’s historic desk, in every pen! As a freelance writer, I had the dubious 
honor of reporting on the Luis “Gonzo” Gonzalez game-used gum saga for 
several magazines. What a mess. I’m here to tell you, fellow pen collectors, if 
you don’t learn the lesson from this fable, you’re doomed to experience the 
same jeers heaped on the sports memorabilia world…

———————————————

From the Glossopedia

With more than 1,475 entries comprising (with subentries) more than 1,625 
individual terms, more than 950 illustrations, more than 190 patent citations 
linked to their respective patent documents at various archives, and extensive 
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cross-references, the RichardsPens Glossopedia is the most comprehensive 
resource of its kind anywhere. Each month, Nib Noise includes a randomly 
chosen Glossopedia entry

nickel silver (also Alpaca, Argentan, German silver, New Silver, 
paktong) A silvery tarnish-resistant alloy, one of the 
Monel metals; contains no actual silver. Used for 
making furniture on some pens (e.g., the lever and the 
very attractive accommodation clip on the 1910s no-
name pen shown below), nickel silver was first 
produced in 1770 to duplicate a Chinese alloy called 
paktong that was used to mimic real silver at much 
lower cost. One common formulation (ASTM B122, 
alloy 75200) contains 65% copper, 18% nickel, and 
17% zinc. Do not confuse nickel silver with 
Nikargenta. See also Monel metal, nickel, 
Nikargenta, paktong.

If you would like to suggest an entry for the Glossopedia, I invite you to send 
an email to me at richard@richardspens.com with your proposed entry. If you 
don’t have a definition for your entry, I’ll do my best to find one.

———————————————

To help you find reference articles on my site that have been edited recently, 
there is a handy heading right at the top of the reference index, listing the five 
most recently added or edited reference pages. For edited pages, there are 
brief descriptions of what was changed.

———————————————

The Pen Doctor

The Pen Doctor is a regular visitor to the Nashua Pen Spa, and every so often 
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he puts a few prescriptions up on my site. Each month (except when I forget), 
I'll be reprinting one of his prescriptions here.

 I have picked up two boxes of dip pen nibs. One is from C. 
Howard Hunt Pen Co. in Camden, NJ. The other box is Bank of England 
No. 104 Ball Pointed Nickel Aluminum nibs. I cannot get nibs from 
either box to hold any ink. I dip the nib. Brush off extra ink and the first 
touch to the paper the ink makes a blob, then perhaps writes about three 
letters and then it’s done. Is there a trick I do not know to using a dip 
nib?

 Steel dip nibs are almost always shipped with a very light coating of 
oil to keep them from rusting. Ink will roll off them like water off a duck's 
back. Most users of steel dips are in the habit of sucking on each new nib for 
a while before using it; if this doesn't pass your reasonableness test, try 
shaking the nibs gently in a sealed jar containing one tablespoon of clear 
household ammonia mixed with ⅔ cup of water.

Another thing to check, if no amount of cleaning will make your nib hold ink, 
is the ink you’re using. Dip nibs do not work at all well with fountain pen 
ink. If they’ll hold it at all, they won’t hold enough to be useful. Try 
switching to a calligraphy ink made for use with dip nibs. (But don’t put that 
stuff in your fountain pens!)

———————————————

Follow RichardsPens on Facebook

RichardsPens would like to be liked on Facebook.

———————————————

If you received this newsletter from Richard Binder, you are a Nib Noise 

http://www.facebook.com/NashuaPenSpa


subscriber. If it came from someone else, I invite you to subscribe.

To subscribe or unsubscribe, please visit the Free Email Newsletter page on 
my site.

Privacy Policy: I will never sell your name or email address. Your privacy is 
as important to me as it is to you.
-- 
Richard Binder • Fountain Pens
Pens That Write Right! -- www.richardspens.com
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/NashuaPenSpa
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