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Welcome to Nib Noise. I hope you’ll enjoy reading this month's issue.

PLEASE DO NOT REPLY TO THIS NEWSLETTER!
The robot that sends it out refuses to learn to read. If you have comments or 

questions, send email to:

richard@richardspens.com

To subscribe or unsubscribe, please visit the Free Email Newsletter page on 
my site.

———————————————

I don’t like to keep harping on COVID-19 any more than 
you like hearing it, but at this time the United States is 
seeing a massive upsurge in new cases. (As I write, 
Massachusetts just reported 1,488 new cases in the previous 
24 hours.) When you wear a mask, that helps to protect you; 
but much more importantly, wearing one when you’re out in 
public protects the other people that you spend time with at 
home: your spouse or significant other, your children, your 
aging parents. Think about them, and wear a mask when 
you go anywhere that you can’t control those with whom you 
might come in contact.

mailto:richard@richardspens.com
http://www.richardspens.com/?info=nibnoise


———————————————

November is upon us. Autumn is progressing, with leaf peeping season 
reaching its end in New England while those of us farther south should still 
be seeing some gorgeous color. The pen above is green, but then so are some 
of our leaves. Unlike the leaves, the pen is a classic, an oversize model 
bearing the name Moore 98A. Moore pens got their start before the turn of the 
20th century, as the American Fountain Pen Company of Boston began 
offering Moore’s Non-Leakable Safety Pen. Shown below are a first-
generation Moore’s Non-Leakable (upper) and a slightly later model (lower), 
the latter in various sizes being much the more common style, at least in BHR 

http://www.richardspens.com/?prof=nonleak


and BCHR.

———————————————

Meeting Without Meeting

Back in August I wrote about having a “meetingless” meeting on Zoom or 
Apple’s FaceTime. Barbara and I have been sharing virtual dinner parties 
with a few pen collector friends all the way from here to California, and 
we’ve been doing it courtesy of Zoom. Two members of the group have paid 
Zoom accounts, and they alternate hosting. But you can do it for free, too. 
With a free Zoom account, you can have up to 100 users, but your meeting 
can be only 40 minutes long. (Close it down after 40 minutes, wait ten 
minutes, and then restart.) FaceTime is for Apple users only, and it allows 
only 32 users in a chat, but it doesn’t limit your time.

———————————————

When you buy a used pen from an auction site, it often comes with a 
disclaimer like “Not tested. I don’t know anything about pens. No refunds, no 
returns." Even if the seller does say the pen is restored and ready to write, it 
sometimes isn’t, and it will need to be taken apart and thoroughly cleaned. To 
supplement my latest book, Japanese Pocket Pens, I’ve penned (typed) a 
new article for those who like to work on their pens as well as to write with 
them. It’ll tell you how to take those Japanese long/short pen apart and how 
to put them back together again. The title — wait for it — is How to 

http://www.richardspens.com/?bks=richard+pocket
http://www.richardspens.com/?rep=pocket_pens


Disassemble and Reassemble Japanese Pocket Pens.

The drawing above illustrates a homemade pin spanner. These tools are an 
absolute essential for working on high-quality Japanese pocket pens (and 
some full-length Japanese pens as well), and this month’s article will give 
you step-by-step instructions on how to make your own.

———————————————

If you enjoyed the collection of letters I published last month, you might be 
interested to learn a little about how the collection came to be in The Making 
of “Letters.”

———————————————

By Don Fluckinger
July 2003

Back when you could buy them at the pen counter of your local downtown 
Rexall, Esterbrook fountain pens were for everybody. To this day they’re still 
flying under the radar of most collectors.

http://www.richardspens.com/?rep=pocket_pens
http://www.richardspens.com/?writ=letters/MakingOf
http://www.richardspens.com/?writ=letters/MakingOf


Read the whole article: Defending the Little Guys. Like Don, I think lesser-
brand pens can be seriously cool. And I do have more about the subject of 
Don’s article.

———————————————

From the Glossopedia

With more than 1,500 entries comprising (with subentries) more than 1,650 
individual terms, more than 950 illustrations, more than 190 patent citations 
linked to their respective patent documents at various archives, and extensive 
cross-references, the RichardsPens Glossopedia is the most comprehensive 
resource of its kind anywhere. Each month, Nib Noise includes a randomly 
chosen Glossopedia entry.

King, The (Società Anonima Pennini King, later Società 
Anonima Fabbrica Italiana Stilografiche) A pen 
manufacturer located in Turin, Italy; founded in 
1926 as The King Società Anonima Torino by 
Gabriele Lattes, the company quickly changed 
its name to reflect the brand name it had 
registered: the king. Initial production 
consisted of very high quality hard rubber 
safeties that were imprinted the king 
superior (trademark registered in 1928). 
These pens resembled Waterman’s Ideal No 42; 
but in typical Continental fashion, they were 
“jazzed up” with beautiful engraved clips. There 
were also Continental overlays, and lever fillers 
are known as well. Arguments have been made 
to the effect that the company’s pens were 
produced by Omas, but although it is likely that 
some models (e.g., a doctor’s pen) were jobbed 
from Omas, the majority of the king 
production appears to have been done in house. 
When its initial designs aged out, the company 
produced a range of typical Italian imitations of 

http://www.richardspens.com/?xf=0307
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the Parker Duofold. These later pens, branded 
the king diamond and illustrated below by 
an elegant overlay model, used a twist-knob 
filling system invented by Armando Simone 
(U.S. Patent No 1,784,078) that was functionally 
similar to John Kritikson‘s U.S. Patent No 
1,482,568. At some unknown date between 1932 
and 1934, the company changed its name to 
Società Anonima Fabbrica Italiana Stilografiche 
(SAFIS), possibly in response to the Fascist 
regime’s forced Italianization of names. (The 
date of 1932 is known from the existence of an 
invoice dated in that year, in the earlier name; 
the 1934 date is known because the company 
began producing pens under the radius brand 
name, which it registered in that year.) After 
World War II, SAFIS resumed production, but 
postwar pens are not of the same quality as 
prewar production. See also Continental.

If you would like to suggest an entry for the Glossopedia, I invite you to send 
an email to me at richard@richardspens.com with your proposed entry. If you 
don’t have a definition for your entry, I’ll do my best to find one.

And if you don’t think you can wait more than 127 years to see the whole 
Glossopedia here, one entry at a time (if I don’t slip up and repeat an entry or 
three), you can easily jump the gun by purchasing your own copy in ebook 
form for Amazon’s Kindle and Kindle app, Apple’s Books app, or Barnes & 
Noble’s NOOK and NOOK app. I released the Fourth Edition in July, and 
I’m hard at work on the Fifth Edition.

———————————————
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To help you find reference articles on my site that have been edited recently, 
there is a handy heading right at the top of the reference index, listing the five 
most recently added or edited reference pages. For edited pages, there are 
brief descriptions of what was changed.

———————————————

The Pen Doctor

The Pen Doctor is a regular visitor to the Nashua Pen Spa, and every so often 
he puts a few prescriptions up on my site. Each month (except when I forget), 
I'll be reprinting one of his past prescriptions here.

The last time I went to clean my Pelikan 400NN, the nib and 
feed were loose. Instead of the nib unit unscrewing, the nib and feed 
just twisted around, and when I pulled a little on them they came 
right out. The screw part stayed in the pen. I got the nib and feed 
back in, but how can I fix this?

 Unfortunately,Pelikan succumbed to the lure of “high-tech plastics” 
for a brief period during the 1950s, and the 400NN was the victim of the 
company’s mistake. The fix is relatively simple, but it might cost you an 
M150 or M200 nib.

The threaded nib collar in the 400NN is made of transparent polystyrene, 
and it is very brittle. It’s also under considerable tensile (pulling-apart) 

http://www.richardspens.com/?refp=


stress because the nib and feed were forced into it so that the assembly 
would be tight. Over time, these plastic collars suffer failure. They develop 
stress cracks, eventually cracking through and giving way entirely. When 
this happens, the nib and feed are no longer held securely. Shown above is 
a 400NN nib unit whose collar shows stress cracks but has not yet failed.

The solution to the problem is to replace the collar with a modern one. 
Here’s how to do it:

1. Remove the nib and feed, and then extract the collar by inserting the 
tip of a knife blade and using the knife as a screwdriver. 

2. Knock a new M150 or M200 nib unit apart using a knockout block 
and a pin punch (or a special knockout punch if you have one). Put 
the nib and feed in your parts box; there will come a time when you 
can use them. 

3. The vintage hard rubber feed is very slightly larger in diameter than 
the newer one, and things just barely won’t fit. To solve this problem, 
use a rat-tail needle file to remove a very small amount of material 
from the inside of the new collar. Be careful — it’s easy to go too far, 
and if you do that you’ll be knocking another new nib unit apart… 

4. Assemble the vintage nib and feed into the new collar, using the 
photo below as a guide for how far to insert the parts into the collar. 

5. Reinstall the nib unit, and enjoy your pen! 



———————————————

Follow RichardsPens on Facebook

RichardsPens would like to be liked on Facebook.

———————————————

If you received this newsletter from nibnoise@richardspens.com, you are a 
Nib Noise subscriber. If it came from somewhere else, I invite you to 
subscribe.

To subscribe or unsubscribe, please visit the Free Email Newsletter page on 
my site.

Privacy Policy: I will never sell your name or email address. Your privacy is 
as important to me as it is to you.
-- 
Richard Binder • Fountain Pens
Pens That Write Right! -- www.richardspens.com
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/NashuaPenSpa
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