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Welcome to Nib Noise. I hope you’ll enjoy reading this month's issue.

PLEASE DO NOT REPLY TO THIS NEWSLETTER!
The robot that sends it out refuses to learn to read. If you have comments or 

questions, send email to:

richard@richardspens.com

To subscribe or unsubscribe, please visit the Free Email Newsletter page on 
my site.

———————————————

mailto:richard@richardspens.com
http://www.richardspens.com/?info=nibnoise


Soon it will be winter. Maybe there will be ice and snow and cold, maybe 
not. Either way, it’s a quiet and thoughtful time of year, and I am reminded of 
the poem whose first verse is in the image above. Its author, George Wither, 
lived from 1588–1667. The pen is a Victor Collapsible Fountain Pen made 
about a century ago. When capped, it was about 4" long; with the barrel 
extended, as shown here, it was about 6" long. The back end of the barrel 
featured a blind cap beneath which was a small compartment for smelling 
salts (or, according to U.S. Patent No 1,307,359, “other substances”). The 
blue-coated Jolly Elf appeared on a 1906 Christmas card, long before Coca-
Cola took charge of his wardrobe.

———————————————

Meeting Without Meeting

As COVID-19 numbers are spiraling upward, you might be thinking in the 



holiday season of ways to see your family and friends who live afar. Have a 
“meetingless” meeting with Zoom or Apple’s FaceTime. With a free Zoom 
account, you can have up to 100 users in your meeting, but the meeting can 
be only 40 minutes long. A paid Zoom account will repeal the time limit, but 
you can easily get by without paying. Close your meeting down after 40 
minutes, wait ten minutes, and then restart. FaceTime is for Apple users only, 
and it allows only 32 users in a chat, but it doesn’t limit your time.

———————————————

 

A few years ago (more now than I care to think about), I wrote a short story 
about Christmas, titled “A Tale of Christmas.” If you’ve read it before, please 
forgive the repeat. If you haven’t read it yet, I hope it will bring some holiday 
cheer your way.

———————————————

If you’re into Japanese eyedropper-fillers, you will doubtless have come 

http://www.richardspens.com/?writ=xmas_tale


across one or six with shaft seals that had died the death. Repairing these 
seals seems not to be a widely known technique, but with patience and the 
right tools, most of us can learn to put our dead eyedropper-fillers back into 
service. This month‘s article, “How to Repair Shaft Seals in Japanese 
Eyedropper Pens,” will teach you how. The diagram below shows the 
internals of a Type 2 pen.

 ———————————————

By Don Fluckinger
October 2003

Tens of millions of people — including your parents, grandparents, and great 
grandparents — would probably think your friend carrying a Conway 
Churchill is carrying way too much pen.

http://www.richardspens.com/?rep=jpn_ed
http://www.richardspens.com/?rep=jpn_ed


Read the whole article: “Un-Supersize Your Pen.”

———————————————

From the Glossopedia

With more than 1,500 entries comprising (with subentries) more than 1,650 
individual terms, more than 950 illustrations, more than 190 patent citations 
linked to their respective patent documents at various archives, and extensive 
cross-references, the RichardsPens Glossopedia is the most comprehensive 
resource of its kind anywhere. Each month, Nib Noise includes a randomly 
chosen Glossopedia entry.

Coin A type of filling system; operates by mechanical ink-sac 
squeeze. A metal pressure bar, located beneath a slotted 
hole in the side of the barrel, squeezes the sac laterally 
when depressed by insertion of a coin or similar object into 
the hole. Some makers of coin fillers included their own 
“coin” discs with their pens.

If you would like to suggest an entry for the Glossopedia, I invite you to send 
an email to me at richard@richardspens.com with your proposed entry. If you 
don’t have a definition for your entry, I’ll do my best to find one.

And if you don’t think you can wait more than 127 years to see the whole 
Glossopedia here, one entry at a time (if I don’t slip up and repeat an entry or 
three), you can easily jump the gun by purchasing your own copy in ebook 
form for Amazon’s Kindle and Kindle app, Apple’s Books app, or Barnes & 
Noble’s NOOK and NOOK app. I released the Fourth Edition in July, and 

http://www.richardspens.com/?xf=0307
mailto:richard@richardspens.com?subject=Glossopedia%20suggestion
http://www.richardspens.com/?bks=richard+vol1
http://www.richardspens.com/?bks=richard+vol1


I’m hard at work on the Fifth Edition.

———————————————

To help you find reference articles on my site that have been edited recently, 
there is a handy heading right at the top of the reference index, listing the five 
most recently added or edited reference pages. For edited pages, there are 
brief descriptions of what was changed.

———————————————

The Pen Doctor

The Pen Doctor is a regular visitor to the Nashua Pen Spa, and every so often 
he puts a few prescriptions up on my site. Each month (except when I forget), 
I'll be reprinting one of his past prescriptions here.

One of my vintage Aurora 88s has developed a strange problem 
with flow through its section (or maybe it’s always been there and I’ve 
only recently noticed as I went to use it more often). Sometimes it flows, 
sometimes it doesn’t. After filling, I can usually get a page or two before 
the problem arises.

I’ve unscrewed the section from the barrel and run water and mild soap 
solutions through it many many times, but the problem persists. If I put 
the section to my mouth and alternately blow air then suck air, 
sometimes the air will go through, and then sometimes it will not, it is 
like a little valve in the section just decides to cut off. Adjusting the small 
spiral that goes into the feed has no effect on the problem.

First, what is wrong with my pen, and second, is it reasonably easy for 
me to dissassemble the section of a vintage 88 by myself or should I send 
it off to a qualified repair person?

 Without seeing the pen I can’t give a conclusive diagnosis, but the 
problem presents as if there may be a tiny chunk of something stuck inside 

http://www.richardspens.com/?refp=


the feed. (Dried ink? Broken-off hard rubber? Hair? Dust mote? Paper 
fibers?) It may be right in the slit that feeds ink up to the under surface of the 
nib. To get at it, drive the feed and nib out forward through the nose of the 
pen, remembering to protect the outside surface of the section against 
scarring by the knockout block. Then remove the spiral piece (taking note of 
its orientation) and drive water backward through the feed. Floss as needed 
using a 0.002” piece of sheet brass. Reinstall the spiral piece and then 
reinstall the feed and nib from the nose, pushing the feed into position with a 
small flat-blade screwdriver on the underside shelf that faces the nib end.

If you’re not comfortable hammering on your pen as I suggest here, by all 
means send it to your favorite repairer. A good 88 is far too nice a pen to risk 
if you’re not confident of your ability.

———————————————

Follow RichardsPens on Facebook

RichardsPens would like to be liked on Facebook.

———————————————

If you received this newsletter from nibnoise@richardspens.com, you are a 
Nib Noise subscriber. If it came from somewhere else, I invite you to 
subscribe.

To subscribe or unsubscribe, please visit the Free Email Newsletter page on 
my site.

Privacy Policy: I will never sell your name or email address. Your privacy is 
as important to me as it is to you.
-- 
Richard Binder • Fountain Pens
Pens That Write Right! -- www.richardspens.com
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/NashuaPenSpa
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