
Volume 19 • Number 9 • January 2021
———————————————

Welcome to Nib Noise. I hope you’ll enjoy reading this month's issue.

PLEASE DO NOT REPLY TO THIS NEWSLETTER!
The robot that sends it out refuses to learn to read. If you have comments or 

questions, send email to:

richard@richardspens.com

To subscribe or unsubscribe, please visit the Free Email Newsletter page on 
my site.

———————————————

mailto:richard@richardspens.com
http://www.richardspens.com/?info=nibnoise


With no apologies whatsoever to Mr. William Shakespeare…

Now is the winter of our discontent
Made glorious summer by this New Year’s sun.

The long winter of 2020 is gone. A heavy weight is lifting from our 
emotional shoulders, and we are, one and all, looking forward to a different, 
even if not wholly new, landscape. Out there in the woodsy landscape above, 
over the out-run pool of an icy waterfall, floats a beautiful ice-blue WASP 
Deluxe Clipper fountain pen made in the late 1930s. WASP was an acronym 
from the first letters of  the W. A. Sheaffer Pen Company’s name, and the 
WASP brand lasted from about 1934 until about the time the United States 
entered World War II. The pen floating in thin air there is a plunger-filler — 
in fact, Sheaffer tested that new filling system on WASP pens before 
committing it to pens bearing the respected Sheaffer’s brand. WASP pens 
and pencils were well made and featured some of Sheaffer’s most interesting 



colors, such as the Blue above, which also came in Green, Gray, and Brown, 
and which many collectors today call "Circuit Board," and the wild pattern 
that David Isaacson has christened "Screaming Souls in Purgatory," shown 
here:

To learn more about WASP pens, read my profile of the WASP Clipper.

———————————————

Meeting Without Meeting

Sadly, COVID-19 has not left us. There is a new, more easily transmissible, 
variant out there, making it even more necessary to observe precautions of 
masking and physical distancing — and getting the vaccine as soon as it is 
available to us. We can still share time with each other via Zoom or 
FaceTime, though. With a free Zoom account, you can have up to 100 users 
in your meeting, and Zoom has disabled the 40-minute time limit because of 
COVID-19. FaceTime is for Apple users only, and it allows only 32 users in 
a chat; but on the upside, it is more secure.

———————————————

For the serious Pelikan collectors out there, and you know who you are, over 
the years Pelikan has given the world about a bazillion different nib grade 
designations, and because most of them are in German, they’re confusing, to 
say the least. Wouldn’t it be great to have a cheat sheet that would tell you 
what DF (Durchschreib Fein) and S (Scheiben Mittel) mean? This month I 
present just such a cheat sheet, titled Pelikan Nib Grade Markings. The 
promotional sheet shown here illustrates only a few of the known 
designations.

http://www.richardspens.com/?prof=wasp_clipper
http://www.richardspens.com/?nibs=pel_nib_mkg


 ———————————————

By Don Fluckinger
January 2004

Against [the plush backdrop of Las Vegas], of course, it’s a great time to give 
some pens from the proverbial junk pile another look, like a blackjack player 
coming off the edge of broke and into a long-overdue hot streak.



Read the whole article: The Joy of Junk: The Second Wave.

———————————————

From the Glossopedia

With more than 1,500 entries comprising (with subentries) more than 1,700 
individual terms, more than 1,000 illustrations, more than 190 patent citations 
linked to their respective patent documents at various archives, and extensive 
cross-references, the RichardsPens Glossopedia is the most comprehensive 
resource of its kind anywhere. Each month, Nib Noise includes a randomly 
chosen Glossopedia entry.

 NEW!   If you’re like me, you hate seeing “See” or ”See also” links that 
aren’t real links. So, for the first time, I have activated the “See also” links in 
this month’s Glossopedia entry. I hope this small enhancement will prove 
useful for you.

http://www.richardspens.com/?xf=0401


eng
rav
ed

Decorated by the removal of material in an attractive design, 
generally by the use of a sharp scriber or similar tool. In reference to 
writing instruments, usually used to indicate the application of a 
person’s name or initials, or a personalized dedication. The indicia of 
the Sheaffer’s Tuckaway shown here is engraved with the owner’s 
name, Zenobia. See also autograph (definition 3), chased, 
crosshatched, etched, guilloché, hand engraved, indicia, roll 
engraving.

If you would like to suggest an entry for the Glossopedia, I invite you to send 
an email to me at richard@richardspens.com with your proposed entry. If you 
don’t have a definition for your entry, I’ll do my best to find one. In the past 
month, I’ve added three entries that were suggested by readers like you.

And if you don’t think you can wait more than 127 years to see the whole 
Glossopedia here, one entry at a time (if I don’t slip up and repeat an entry or 
three), you can easily jump the gun by purchasing your own copy in ebook 
form for Amazon’s Kindle and Kindle app, Apple’s Books app, or Barnes & 
Noble’s NOOK and NOOK app. I released the Fourth Edition in July, and 
I’m hard at work on the Fifth Edition.

———————————————

To help you find reference articles on my site that have been edited recently, 
there is a handy heading right at the top of the reference index, listing the five 
most recently added or edited reference pages. For edited pages, there are 
brief descriptions of what was changed.

http://www.richardspens.com/?gloss=autograph
http://www.richardspens.com/?gloss=chased
http://www.richardspens.com/?gloss=crosshatched
http://www.richardspens.com/?gloss=etched
http://www.richardspens.com/?gloss=guilloche
http://www.richardspens.com/?gloss=hand_engraved
http://www.richardspens.com/?gloss=indicia
http://www.richardspens.com/?gloss=roll_engraving
http://www.richardspens.com/?gloss=roll_engraving
mailto:richard@richardspens.com?subject=Glossopedia%20suggestion
http://www.richardspens.com/?bks=richard+vol1
http://www.richardspens.com/?bks=richard+vol1
http://www.richardspens.com/?refp=


———————————————

The Pen Doctor

The Pen Doctor is a regular visitor to the Nashua Pen Spa, and every so often 
he puts a few prescriptions up on my site. Each month (except when I forget), 
I'll be reprinting one of his past prescriptions here.

Help! This is the second “51” I’ve had where the cap jewel was 
almost impossible to get out, and when it did come out the jewel was 
stuck in the brass bushing and they came out together. The first time, I 
broke the jewel off its shank trying to get it out of the bushing. Is there a 
good way to do this?

 All you need is serrated-nose pliers and a rubber stamper’s 
embossing-type heat gun like the one illustrated in How to Replace a Pen 
Sac. Grasp the bushing endwise in the pliers as shown in the photo to the 
right. Turn on the heat gun and position the pliers with the bushing and jewel 
as shown, with the jewel shielded from the air flow by the edge of the 
opening. With the bushing placed this way, the pliers won't eat the threads on 
the bushing; and because the celluloid jewel is not in the hot air blast, it’s not 
likely to burst into flame. Every few seconds, remove from the heat and 
gently try to unscrew the jewel from the bushing. When it’s warm enough, it 
will come out. (Leave it over the heat too long, and you could still have to put 
out a fire, so lean toward caution.) Use a brass-bristle brush to brush the 
shellac off the shank threads, and you’re golden.

This technique works exactly the same for the jewels in most Vacumatics. (A 
few lower-end Vacs have a jewel with a wider shank and no brass bushing.)

http://www.richardspens.com/?rep=resac
http://www.richardspens.com/?rep=resac


———————————————

Follow RichardsPens on Facebook

RichardsPens would like to be liked on Facebook.

———————————————

If you received this newsletter from nibnoise@richardspens.com, you are a 
Nib Noise subscriber. If it came from somewhere else, I invite you to 
subscribe.

To subscribe or unsubscribe, please visit the Free Email Newsletter page on 
my site.

Privacy Policy: I will never sell your name or email address. Your privacy is 
as important to me as it is to you.
-- 
Richard Binder • Fountain Pens
Pens That Write Right! -- www.richardspens.com
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/NashuaPenSpa

http://www.facebook.com/NashuaPenSpa
http://www.richardspens.com/?info=nibnoise

