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Welcome to Nib Noise. I hope you’ll enjoy reading this month's issue.

PLEASE DO NOT REPLY TO THIS NEWSLETTER!
The robot that sends it out refuses to learn to read. If you have comments or 

questions, send email to:

richard@richardspens.com

To subscribe or unsubscribe, please visit the Free Email Newsletter page on 
my site.

———————————————

mailto:richard@richardspens.com
http://www.richardspens.com/?info=nibnoise


It’s Cherry Blossom Time!

April here in New England isn’t quite the way it is in Washington, D.C. We 
don’t see a lot of cherry trees up in this neck of the woods, but I used to live 
in the D.C. area, and one thing I miss is the incredible display of cherry 
blossoms that always peaked early in April, as if to prove that Spring was 
really here once again. Another thing I miss is Filcao pens. I got my start as a 
fountain pen retailer in 2003, when my friend Giovanni Abrate walked over 
to my table at the end of the Atlanta Pen Show and dropped a box of pens on 
my table. “Richard, you are now a Filcao dealer,” he said. Giovanni was the 
U.S. distributor for Filcao, and from that day until he resigned, Gianni and I 
worked together to introduce Filcao to hundreds of American pen collectors 
and users. The pen in the cherry blossom picture above is a Filcao Libra.

Filcao was founded in 1963 by Franco Grisolia. Early models were based on 
the use of metal tubing for bodies, with celluloid and acrylic resins being 
added later. In 2004, Filcao introduced “Columbia, the Gem of the Ocean,” 
which I designed as the first new button-filler in more than 50 years (photo 
below). The gold-on-blue Lapis Columbia proved very popular, and it 
became the first of a very successful series of button-fillers. Filcao closed 
down in 2012 after Franco’s death.

———————————————

…And Now for Some Good News

As the supply chain for distributing COVID-19 vaccines ramps up, it’s 
getting easier to get yourself jabbed, at least if you can wend your way 
through the sometimes labyrinthine websites the various states have put up 
for registration. Which is the best vaccine for you? Whichever one you can 
get.  GET THE VACCINE as soon as you can! (But don’t cheat someone else 
by jumping the line, that’s just not the kind of thing we fountain pen people 



do.) After you’re fully protected, continue to protect the unvaccinated people 
you encounter by wearing a mask over your nose and mouth, and watch the 
physical distance.

———————————————

The Pen Doctor is back! Try as I might, I just don’t seem to be able to get rid 
of that guy. Maybe if I stopped accepting emails and passing them on to him? 
Nah. I’m happy to present his prescriptions here. And this month, as always 
happens when I present a new Pen Doctor article, you get an extra dose of his 
stylopedic recommendations.

 ———————————————

The RichardsPens Bookstore

I don’t actually have a bookstore, but I have written a few books, and I let 

http://www.richardspens.com/?pendoc=37


other people do all the work of selling them. Right now, I’m working on the 
second edition of Japanese Pocket Pens and the fifth edition of the 
Glossopedia, and there are new books in the planning stage. There’s a 
complete listing of my books on my site, with direct links to pages on 
Amazon, Apple, Barnes & Noble, and Lulu where you can buy them for your 
own library. 

———————————————

By Don Fluckinger
April 2004

People laughed at me last year in Boston when I said I’d be checking out of the 
pen show scene because Kate was having a baby.

http://www.richardspens.com/?bks=


Don wasn’t alone. I think we’re all feeling The Pen Show Jones after a year 
without shows.

———————————————

From the Glossopedia

With more than 1,550 entries comprising (with subentries) more than 1,700 
individual terms, more than 1,000 illustrations, more than 200 patent citations 
linked to their respective patent documents at various archives, and extensive 
cross-references, the RichardsPens Glossopedia is the most comprehensive 
resource of its kind anywhere. Each month, Nib Noise includes a randomly 
chosen Glossopedia entry.

http://www.richardspens.com/?xf=0404


O-
ring

A gasket made of a natural or synthetic elastomer (e.g., Buna-N or 
Viton®), having a circular cross-section (similar in shape to a 
“cake” doughnut; designed to be lightly compressed between two 
surfaces to make a seal. Patented in 1939 (U.S. Patent No 
2,180,795) and coming into wide use during World War II, when 
the U.S. government declared it a critical war resource, the O-ring 
is now nearly ubiquitous where a circular seal is needed. In modern 
fountain pens, it is frequently used to seal between the barrel and 
section to allow use as an eyedropper filler; vintage eyedropper-
filling pens did not require such seals and can be damaged by 
attempts to use them. Sheaffer used O-rings for the sliding seal in 
its Touchdown and Snorkel pens. See also packing.

If you would like to suggest an entry for the Glossopedia, I invite you to send 
an email to me at richard@richardspens.com with your proposed entry. If you 
don’t have a definition for your entry, I’ll do my best to find one.

And if you don’t think you can wait more than 129 years (note how this 
number keeps growing as new entries are added) to see the whole 
Glossopedia here, one entry at a time (if I don’t slip up and repeat an entry or 
three), you can easily jump the gun by purchasing your own copy in ebook 
form for Amazon’s Kindle and Kindle app, Apple’s Books app, or Barnes & 
Noble’s NOOK and NOOK app.

———————————————

To help you find reference articles on my site that have been edited recently, 
there is a handy heading right at the top of the reference index, listing the five 
most recently added or edited reference pages. For edited pages, there are 

http://www.richardspens.com/?gloss=packing
mailto:richard@richardspens.com?subject=Glossopedia%20suggestion
http://www.richardspens.com/?bks=richard+vol1
http://www.richardspens.com/?bks=richard+vol1
http://www.richardspens.com/?refp=


brief descriptions of what was changed.

———————————————

A Piece of Advice

If you’re among the growing number of collectors who have twigged to the 
monthly pen tray at Indy-Pen-Dance (this month’s tray here), you might have 
thought about sending an email like this:

I	just	bought	#11	h-p://www.indy-pen-dance.com/monthly-pen-
show-tray.html

I	solicit	your	thoughts.

50%	of	h-p://www.indy-pen-dance.com/monthly-pen-show-
tray.html		was	already	sold	when	i	checked	about	11pm	3/31

[NAME	WITHHELD]

Here’s the response I sent back. Take it to heart, and get in while the getting’s 
good.

The only way to avoid having half the tray sold out from under you is 
to check sooner. I received the email from Indy-Pen-Dance at 9:32 
yesterday morning. That's 13½ hours before you say you checked, 
and that's a lot of time for people to get in ahead of you.

And as I said to the writer, I wish you the best of success. Mike and Linda put 
up a lot of really good pens. Oh — if you’re not on Mike and Linda’s mailing 
list, you’ll never know about their trays unless you happen to stumble across 
one. Better subscribe now, before you forget.

———————————————

The Pen Doctor

The Pen Doctor is a regular visitor to the Nashua Pen Spa, and every so often 
he puts a few prescriptions up on my site. Each month (except when I forget), 

http://www.indy-pen-dance.com
http://www.indy-pen-dance.com/monthly-pen-show-tray.html
https://www.indy-pen-dance.com/mailchimp_news.php#subscribe


I'll be reprinting one of his past prescriptions here.

I have a Waterman Charleston, which leaks between the section 
and the metal converter/cartridge holder. To me, it's a very odd leak. (It 
even took me a while to figure out why my hands were getting dirty!)

 A leak of the sort you describe can come from either of two causes:

First, damage to the plastic cartridge nipple in the section. This, the less 
likely of the two causes, requires replacement of the section; it means 
contacting Waterman Service and hoping they still have parts. If they do, 
they'll sell you a complete new section assembly, including the nib, and it 
won't be cheap. If they don’t, you’ll probably need to haunt eBay looking for 
a pen that you can cannibalize.

Second, wearing out of (or damage to) the converter's mouth where it fits 
over the nipple. This is a problem common to all cartridge/converter pens; it 
happens as the converter is removed and installed repeatedly. Look for splits, 
roughened edges, and so on. It's easy to fix, with a new converter.

———————————————

Follow RichardsPens on Facebook

RichardsPens would like to be liked on Facebook.

http://www.facebook.com/NashuaPenSpa


———————————————

You have received this newsletter from nibnoise@richardspens.com because 
you opted in on my website. If it came from somewhere else, I invite you to 
subscribe.

To subscribe or unsubscribe, please visit the Free Email Newsletter page on 
my site. 

Privacy Policy: I will never sell your name or email address. Your privacy is 
as important to me as it is to you.
-- 
Richard Binder • Fountain Pens
Pens That Write Right! -- www.richardspens.com
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/NashuaPenSpa

http://www.richardspens.com/?info=nibnoise

